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I rifiuti di apparecchiature elettriche ed elettroniche (RAEE) quali
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causare grandi problemi ambientali e di salute se non gestiti corret-
tamente. Per migliorare la gestione ambientale dei RAEE, contribuire
ad un’economia circolare e migliorare l’efficienza delle risorse, € es-
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«Per quanto riguarda i RAEE provenienti dai nuclei domestici, gli Sta-
ti membri provvedono daffinché: [...] quando forniscono un nuovo pro-
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dotto, i distributori si assumano la responsabilita di assicurare che
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in ragione di uno per uno, a condizione che le apparecchiature siano
di tipo equivalente e abbiano svolto le stesse funzioni dell’apparec-
REGIONE: chiatura ff)rnita.[...] I dis:trib.utori gffettyano la racgolta nei negozi
al dettaglio con superficie di vendita di apparecchiature elettriche
ed elettroniche (AEE) di almeno 400 m? o in prossimita immediata
dei RAEE di piccolissime dimensioni (dimensioni esterne inferiori a

25 cm) gratuitamente per gli utilizzatori finali e senza obbligo di ac-
quistare AEE di tipo equivalente, salvo ove una valutazione dimostri
che regimi di raccolta alternativa esistenti non siano almeno altret-
tanto efficaci. Tali valutazioni sono rese pubbliche. I RAEE raccolti

sono sottoposti a corretto trattamento. [...]» (articolo 5 della diretti-
va 2012/19 / UE).

Waste Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (WEEE):
treasures to recover!

Waste of electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) such as com-
puters, TV-sets, fridges and cell phones is one the fastest growing
waste streams in the EU. WEEE are made by heterogeneous mate-
rials whose components can cause huge environmental and health
problems, if not properly managed. To improve the environmental
management of WEEE and to contribute to a circular economy and
enhance resource efficiency the improvement of collection, treatment
and recycling of these waste at the end of their life is essential. To ad-
dress these problems EU developed specific legislation on WEEE.

The first WEEE Directive (2002/96/EC) came into force in February
2003. The Directive provided for the creation of collection programs
where consumers return their WEEE free of charge. These programs
aim to increase the recycling of WEEE and/or re-use. In December
2008, the European Commission proposed to revise the Directive in

order to tackle the increasing of this waste stream. The new WEEE
Directive (2012/19/EU) became effective on 14 February 2014.

«For WEEE from private households, Member States shall ensure that
[...] when supplying a new product, distributors are responsible for
ensuring that such waste can be returned to the distributor at least
free of charge on a one-to-one basis as long as the equipment is of
equivalent type and has fulfilled the same functions as the supplied
equipment. [...] Distributors provide for the collection, at retail shops
with sales areas relating to EEE of at least 400 m?, or in their immedi-
ate proximity, of very small WEEE (no external dimension more than
25 cm) free of charge to end-users and with no obligation to buy EEE
of an equivalent type, unless an assessment shows that alternative
existing collection schemes are likely to be at least as effective. Such
assessments shall be available to the public. WEEE collected shall be
properly treated.[...]» (article 5 of Directive 2012/19/EU).
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